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Everyone Wins!  

 

Each time a youth serving organization decides to host an event they are 

creating opportunities for youth to learn, grow, and develop. By doing so, your 

organization is able to reach a large, vocal population of social network users. 

In addition, organizat ions that create successful events are influencing positive 

youth activity and behavior in neighborhoods. When you involve a young 

person, you are also involving a parent/guardian.  

 

By developing opportunities that appealing to both youth and their 

parent s/guardians, organizations can see increases in participation and fill 

volunteer needs. The culture of your organization can gain a youthful vibe and 

create greater potential of knowing what appeals to youth. Youth bring a 

unique energy and a strong passio n to an organization that volunteers of other 

age groups may lack. As a result, youth, parents/guardians, youth serving 

organizations, and the City of Hampton benefit when such opportunities are 

developed and youth are engaged in positive learning activiti es.   

 

The question remains, not why should you invite young people to your event, 

but rather why would you not? Why limit yourself to just adults, when teens 

have so much to offer.  

 
 

 

Forward  
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The Hampton Youth Commission (HYC) is a board appointed by City Council to 

provide leadership, policy guidance and to be a voice for Hampton Youth.  The 

Commission consists of 25 members from across the City of Hampton.  

Criteria to join  the HYC include the following:  

 Good academic standing  

 Entering the ninth 
(9th

) through twelfth (
12th

) grades in the fall of that year (if 

there are vacant positions on the Youth Commission, rising seniors may fill 

the positions. ) 

 Residents of Hampton during their service on the Hampton Youth 

Commission.  

 

The mission of HYC is òYoung People with the Power and Voice to shape the 

Futur e of Hampton.ó The HYC is dedicated to making Hampton the most livab le 

city in Virginia for teens. They are responsible for retaining,  preserving and 

maintaining the Hampton Commun ity Plan õs Youth Component, a policy  guide 

for the City of Hampton in prioritizing issues that impact  youth.  

For more information on how to get involved with the HYC please email 

youthcom@hampton.gov  or visit www. hampton.gov .  

 

  

YOUTH VOICE. YOUTH LEADERS. YOUTH, OUR FUTURE.  

 

The Hampton Youth Commission  

 
 

mailto:youthcom@hampton.gov
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ITõS NO SECRET. Teenagers love having things to do and places  to go and it is 

important that there are available opportunities for them to do so. The main 

questions brought up when planning a youth event are:  

 Where do I begin?  

 How do I make it an attractive and 

safe environment?  

 How do I get the word out?  

 How much  should it cost?  

 When do I know I am ready?  

 

The Hampton Youth Commission set out to find cle ar answers to these 

questions with a f ocuses on event for youth in the age group of 13 -17.  

 

Why was this guide developed?  

In order to achieve a more Youth 

Friend ly city, people need to know how 

to host òyouth friendly ó events. The 

more successfully held youth events 

will contribute to making òHampton the 

most livable city in Virginia ó for 

teenagers.  

Introduction  
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      What is òYouth Friendly?ó 

 
 

A lack of things to do is has been identified as  major concern to young 

people in Hampton. Young people say there are not enough youth -centered 

activities or events in the city.  Youth also claim that even when there are 

events aimed at attracting youth, t hey fall short for various reasons , such as , 

uncleanliness, inappropriate mixing of age groups , and the  cost . Ultimately 

these factors make the events to n ot be òyouth friendly. ó 

 

òYouth friendly ó is a phrase used to describe any event, business, or locati on 

that is affordable, youth -orientated, clean, accessible to a wide range of 

teenagers, safe, and émost importantlyé fun.  
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During the 2011 -2012 school 

year, the Hampton Youth 

Commission chose one of the 

eight (8) goals of the Youth 

Component òPlaces to go and 

things to doó as their main 

focus.  The Commission 

engaged in an exercise to find 

out what it takes for a business 

or l ocation to be Youth 

Friendly.   

 

The Commission visited areas in Hampton, such as Peninsula Town Center and 

Hampton Town Center in order to develop a sense of what attracts teenagers.  

These sites were chosen because they were places where teens spend most  of 

their time and money in Hampton.  The Commission also toured other cities in 

Virginia, such as Fredericksburg to confirm what they thought was considered a 

Youth Friendly environment and to get an idea of what other cities were doing 

to attract youth.   

 

As part of this exercise, the Commission rated each location and business in 

Peninsula Town Center according to the Youth Friendly definition that the 

Commission established.  Most of the businesses were found to be youth 

friendly.  These Youth Friendly  businesses were sent a letter of recognition 

acknowledging their efforts in having an affordable, clean, safe, and accessible 

environment for the young people of Hampton. Young people were also 

informed of the youth friendly businesses.  

  

 òYouth Friendlyó - Background  
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When it comes to planning a successful event: a purpose, concept, and theme 

are chosen.   

 

Purpose: The purpose is the reason why your event exists. What do you wish to 

accomplish by holding it? Remember not to lose sight of your purpose when 

decisions are made and the event is being planned.   

 

Concept: The concept is how you 

go about reaching your purpose. 

You know your purpose; the 

concept is how you are going to 

obtain it.   

 

Theme: The theme of an event sets 

the overall mood and tone. Themes 

make the event more interesting, 

and lure the audience in. T hemes 

can engage and encourage the 

group to participate more in the 

event.  

 

Example: A cheerleading team 

wants to raise money for new 

uniforms.  Their purpose is to earn 

money for new uniforms. The 

cheerleaders that want to raise money are going to host a c ar wash in order to 

raise the money; their concept is a car wash. The cheerleaders that hosted the 

car wash in order to raise money also centered the fundraiser on football. 

Meaning, the people who wish to participate in the fundraiser could wear their 

favorite jerseys or other football related items.   

Select a Theme  

 
 


